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February Birthdays
Happy Birthday!!
Jose Padilla
Richard W. Rayner
Leslie Scheffel
Beverly Hopson
Pat Moeller
Scott Campbell
Nancy Rayner
Nick Mavros
Caroline Onischak
Jeanne Rayner
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February Anniversaries
Happy Anniversary!!!
Jason & Heather Woertendyke 2 - 28
Fay Kitchin & Jeff Maliszewski 2- 29
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Dear Parish Family,
Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ
Jesus. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 This passage is an apt description of life as I am trying to live it right now. God
in God's infinite wisdom doesn't command us to give thanks for all circumstances, but rather to give thanks in
all circumstances. I needn't be thankful my leg is broken, but I am rejoicing that I can recover from a broken
leg! Furthermore, I am so thankful that I didn't break my neck, or paralyze, or kill myself in my perilous fall! I
give thanks for good medical care, pain meds, loving family and friends and dogs who constantly hang out with
me. I even give thanks for naps, movies, TV, good reading material, and the Internet which allows me to pass
the time and to stay loosely connected to folks. While I am recuperating, I continue to pray for you all from the
confines of Mike's recliner in our family room. It is where I spend 99% of my time! Being on a doctor imposed
respite was not exactly the vacation we had planned. We are making the most of it and have had more family
together time then we've ever had! Joy and laughter continue to rule the day! We are blessed! I am grateful for
all your thoughts, prayers, cards, food, and concern expressed in a variety of ways. The good news is the pain
is far more tolerable than it was in the beginning. The jury is still out as far as if I will need surgery in the future
or not. If the ligament heals within my knee joint as the bone knits back together, I may not need it. That is my
prayer and I hope you will join me in that request!
Thanks to Karen Warner, the finance committee, the vestry, and to all those who are helping to keep
things running smoothly at church in my absence. I'm so grateful to Tom Atamian for covering John Adams
funeral celebration and to Jane Watson and all who helped with the reception following the service. Thanks to
each of you who pledged of your time, talents, and financial resources to further God's work in this place. As
we begin the new year we are in financially good shape! Thanks to Mike Phipps who will cook for the Shrove
Tuesday Pancake supper on February 9th. If you'd be interested in helping Mike with this, give him a call on
his cell: 815/382-8361. Spiritually, we are looking ahead to the beginning of Lent and the Rev. Linda Green will
celebrate the Eucharist on Ash Wednesday, at Noon and 7:00PM on February 10th. Lenten programs have
been planned utilizing Living Compass Materials on Thursday afternoons and Presiding Bishop Michael
Curry's book Crazy Christians during Rector's class from 9:00-10:00AM Sunday mornings. We will also have a
Lenten Retreat with our friends from the Church of the Redeemer. Thanks to Caroline Onischak, Mike Minor,
and Margaret Brady for their assistance in planning and implementing our Lenten programs.
While I am counting my blessings, I am deeply grateful for the Church Pension group and its short term
disability plan. The church will get reimbursed 70% of my salary which will more than cover the costs of the
supply priests who are serving in my absence. I was quite relived to find this out as I didn't want to put
additional strain on the church's budget. I'm not sure what lessons I'll be learning as I continue in my recovery,
but for now I am keeping my focus on 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18. I hope whatever is happening in each of your
lives, you will do the same!
Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ
Jesus.
With Love and Gratitude,
Marion+

Senior Warden Report

Another year is in the books and, once again, The Good Lord continues to bless the St Hugh Parish.
2015 saw many new people in the pews. Some were visitors and others decided to make St Hugh their Church
home. Either way, our doors were always open and the parish family welcomed everyone with a smile and
open arms. We continue to see many new faces as readers, acolytes, ushers, greeters and coffee hour hosts as
we continue to stress the importance of serving at The Lord’s Table. Probably the most gratifying sight is
seeing the younger members of St Hugh revive the torchbearer position. Each child takes the job seriously and
puts full effort into doing it right and serving right along with all of us. If that doesn’t put a smile on your face
and a feeling of warmth in your heart, I don’t know what will. Thank you to all who have volunteered!
The physical structure of St Hugh of Lincoln continued getting refreshed in 2015. The last few years
saw the wood siding on both sides of the Church get replaced, helpful signage indoors and out, upgrades and
repairs on the Rectory, upgraded lighting at the Church entrance, a fabulous electronic sign and a continuing
refresh of the church grounds. This past year we put a brand new roof on the Church, the Rectory and the shed.
I’m so happy to say that we accomplished this ahead of schedule……before any damage and leaks……AND
without any loan debt. For our small Church family, no loan debt is quite a feat and something we can all be
grateful for.
Once the roof got replaced, the new fascia installed behind the gutters was bare and needed to be
painted. We asked the parish for any volunteers to tackle this job and we actually did get a raised hand.
However, a volunteer wasn’t needed. In another “God moment” a painter from the area came to Marion and
asked if we needed any painting done as he needed to fulfill a community service obligation. DO WE NEED
ANY PAINTING DONE?!?!?!? Not only did we get the fascia painted, but the cross in front of the Church get
sanded and painted, the sidewalk area around the Church got pressure-washed, the hallway along the narthex
got painted as did Wiedrich Hall. On the agenda in the weeks to come will be a fresh coat of paint in the
Sacristy, a bathroom downstairs and a sanding and repainting of the bell tower. Is there any question God
answers prayers? A couple of side notes…..Many thanks to Ele Proctor, Deanna Engelke, Bev Hopson, Karen
Lemke and Sue Campbell for giving the nursery a complete refresh and to Craig Skeppstrom and Roland
Hopson for laying new tile in that downstairs bathroom. Both tasks were long overdue. If I left anyone out in
mentioning these projects, I’m sorry. So many different people come together for all of the Church’s needs, it’s
difficult to keep track. Thank You!
On the financial front: It’s been a long, difficult road, but we’re finally at the point where we should and
need to be. When Bishop Lee visited with us on December 20th and met with the Vestry for a brief time, he
asked what our biggest challenge was. I shared with him the problems we encountered after losing our treasurer
starting in January 2014. While we did lose some revenue through deaths or people moving on, we were
always able to meet our financial obligations, in both 2014 and 2015. The heart of the problem comes down to
computers and the accounting system not communicating properly. Items input to Quicken on one computer
sometimes did not come through to the treasurer’s computer. At one point the Quicken program became
corrupted which just exacerbated the problem. The numbers weren’t making sense even though we had money
in the bank and the bills continued to be paid. We could see the bottom line, but we didn’t know how we got
there. Over the last few months, our new treasurer, Sue Diebold-Martin, reconciled each and every bank
transaction from 2014 and 2015 with the bottom line being that we were roughly $700 off…..IN OUR FAVOR.
This was a HUGE undertaking and I can’t thank Sue enough. I, along with the rest of the Finance Committee
feel very positive with where we are right now in in this process and the prospects going forward. Going
forward a statement of our finances will be included in the monthly newsletter that will update you on Income
and Expenses. I thank you all for your prayers and patience in this matter.
We look forward to 2016 and all it promises to be. The Parish of St Hugh of Lincoln has become the
second home for many of us. Because of Marion and all the ministries that we’re so fortunate to be a part of,
we have a chance to enhance our spiritual life in a way that few of us have been a part of. So, I encourage one
and all to jump in with both feet and be a part of a spiritual vision that is sure to lift you up by your heart and
soul to that higher place to which we aspire. Together we can do wonderful things in the name God.
Dan Dolney, Senior Warden

FLOWERS

Please remember to sign up to remember someone or a special occasion on the Flower list in the
narthex. The cost per Sunday is $30. Envelopes are available near the list. Please drop the
completed envelope in the offertory plate or the mailbox on the office door.

2015 Year –end Pledge Statements are in your Wiedrich Hall mailbox. Contact the office,
a question/concern.

if you have

Soup Kitchen at Church of the Redeemer
Thursday, February 25 5 – 7PM
Sign up to volunteer on the bulletin board by the nursery.
Watch the bulletins, email and newsletter
regarding the Lent Retreat to be held at
Church of the Redeemer, Saturday, March 5th.
St. Hugh received this letter from the MOM organization. We will be collecting their needed items as donations
until March 27th on their behalf. Time to spring clean those closets and see what you’ve got that you aren’t
wearing or planning to wear again. Please bring your donations to the classroom on the right by the outside
door. Pick up and fill in a donation slip, so that this organization can recognize your donation. Question?
Contact Karen in the office. Thanks!

Lent materials for St. Hugh

The Lent season is fast approaching. Ash Wednesday is February 10th. St. Hugh will be offering two
programs for Lent this year. Fellow parishioners will facilitate the 2 series in Marion’s absence.

St. Hugh will also offer a Lent Program from Living Compass, developed by the Reverend Scott
Stoner.
Living Compass integrates faith and wellness principles to help guide people toward the abundant
life that God intends for them. Change is facilitated and fostered through discussion and support from
our peers. Our Lenten group will follow a format similar to the Living Compass Spiritual Practices
group that met last year. We will be reading from the Lent Daily Devotional from Living Compass
entitled, “Living Well Through Lent 2016: Letting Go with All Your Heart, Soul, Strength and Mind.”
The group will meet from noon to 1:30 pm on Thursdays, beginning on Thursday, February 18th and
ending on Thursday, March 24 (which is Maundy Thursday). Please feel free to bring a brown
bag lunch. An evening program offering this material is currently under consideration. Please stay
tuned for more information. Books for the group are free, and will be available Sunday, February 7th.
There will be a sign up sheet for the program on the bulletin board. Please join us!

The Sunday Rector’s Class, which meets at 9:00 am between the Sunday services, will be studying
Bishop Michael Curry’s book “Crazy Christians: A Call to Follow Jesus.” The book is based on Bishop
Curry’s 2012 General Convention address:
We need some Christians who are as crazy as the Lord. Crazy enough to love like Jesus, to give like
Jesus, to forgive like Jesus, to do justice, love mercy, walk humbly with God―like Jesus. Crazy
enough to dare to change the world from the nightmare it often is into something close to the dream
that God dreams for it. And for those who would follow him, those who would be his disciples, those
who would live as and be the people of the Way? It might come as a shock, but they are called to
craziness.
―from Bishop Curry's "Crazy Christians" address to the 2012 General Convention of the Episcopal
Church in Indianapolis.
Our discussion of “Crazy Christians” will start on Sunday, February 14th. Books are $13.43 on
Amazon.com
Come be energized in your faith and learn from the preaching of our new Bishop.

